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The Accessible Pathways project at the Port Angeles Main Library, 2210 S. Peabody St., is 

nearing completion, concluding a major effort to improve accessibility, safety and site 

infrastructure at the busy facility, which welcomed more than 150,000 visits in 2025. 

The project included a new sidewalk with an improved slope and handrails that comply with the 

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), connecting accessible parking to the library's main 

entrance. Accessible parking stalls also were brought into compliance with new asphalt, striping 

and signage. Additionally, new accessible sidewalks now provide safe routes from emergency 

exits, replacing dirt paths. Two picnic tables that can accommodate wheelchair or other 

mobility aid access have been installed on barrier-free concrete pads. 

Deteriorating asphalt that created tripping hazards has been replaced, drainage throughout the 

site has been improved to address the underlying causes of pavement failure, and landscaping 

has been redesigned to remove obstacles and create safer pathways. 

The improvements were identified through facility assessments beginning in 2020 and a 2023 

accessibility study. The project was funded through a $313,000 Library Capital Improvement 

Grant from the Washington State Department of Commerce, awarded through the 2025 state 

capital budget, with matching funds from the North Olympic Library System’s timber revenue 

capital budget. The project was planned and financed before the NOLS 2026 levy lid lift 

proposal and was not funded by levy dollars. 
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While the project was designed to meet ADA standards, the improvements benefit everyone 

who visits the library. Smoother walkways, safer pedestrian routes, improved drainage and 

better site access make it easier for people using mobility devices, as well as families with 

strollers, older adults and visitors of all abilities. 

Grant funding also supported the construction of a new concrete pad near the library’s 

outdoor book returns, where holds lockers with 24/7 access are planned for future installation. 

The library is currently seeking vendors through its request for proposals (RFP) process before 

announcing an installation timeline. The lockers will give patrons a more flexible way to pick up 

library materials, including those whose work schedules, transportation needs or other 

circumstances make it difficult to visit during regular library hours. 

"This project shows that accessibility improvements benefit the entire community," said Travis 

Porter, Port Angeles Library Manager. "We're creating a safer, more welcoming library for 

everyone." 

Construction began May 4. Interwest Construction Inc. served as the general contractor, and 

AHBL provided civil engineering and landscape architecture services. 

Construction is nearly complete, with a few finishing touches remaining. Weather permitting, 

crews will paint curbs and stripe speed bumps the week of July 6. Contractors will also 

complete final punch list items, including an irrigation assessment. Newly installed sod and 

seeded areas need time to establish, so some orange fencing will remain in place temporarily. 

NOLS thanks the community for its patience throughout construction and looks forward to 

welcoming visitors to the improved library grounds. 

For more information about the project, visit nols.org/pathways or contact the Port Angeles 

Main Library at 360-417-8500 or email portangeles@nols.org. 
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A new ADA-compliant sidewalk leads from accessible parking to the Port Angeles Main Library 

entrance. The Accessible Pathways project also added accessible sidewalks to emergency exits, replaced 

failing asphalt and corrected drainage. 


