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The Second Saturday Book Discussion Group meets at the Sequim Branch Library of the North 

Olympic Library System (NOLS) every second Saturday of the month at 3pm.  On Saturday, 

November 10, the group will meet to discuss Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher by Tim Egan. 

 

Edward Curtis was dashing, charismatic, a passionate mountaineer, a famous photographer-the 

Annie Liebowitz of his time. And he was thirty-two years old in 1900 when he gave it all up to 

pursue his great idea: he would try to capture on film the Native American nation before it 

disappeared. At once an incredible adventure narrative and a penetrating biographical portrait, 

Egan’s book tells the remarkable untold story behind Curtis’s iconic photographs, following him 

throughout Indian country from desert to rainforest as he struggled to document the stories 

and rituals of more than eighty tribes. Even with the backing of Theodore Roosevelt and J.P. 

Morgan, it took tremendous perseverance-six years alone to convince the Hopi to allow him 

into their Snake Dance ceremony. The undertaking changed him profoundly, from detached 

observer to outraged advocate. He would die penniless and unknown in Hollywood just a few 

years after publishing the last of his twenty volumes. But the charming rogue with the grade-

school education had fulfilled his promise-his great adventure succeeded in creating one of 

America’s most stunning cultural achievements. 

 

Copies of Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher are available in various formats including regular 

print, large print, audiobook on CD and downloadable eBook, which may be requested online 

by visiting the library catalog at www.nols.org.  A limited number of copies of each book 
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discussion selection are available at the Library the month prior to each meeting. To view a 

complete list of the 2018 selections, visit www.nols.org/book-discussion-groups. 

 

This program is generously supported by the Friends of the Sequim Library.  To participate, 

simply read the book and attend the discussion; no reservations are needed, and drop-ins are 

always welcome. 

 

The Sequim Branch Library is located at 630 North Sequim Avenue. For more information 

about this and other programs for readers and book lovers, visit www.nols.org, email 

Discover@nols.org, or call 360.683.1161.  

 

 

 

“Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher” by Tim Egan will be discussed at 3pm on Saturday,  

November 10 at the Sequim Branch Library. 
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